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ESSAY OASIS 

 

 
Directions: Jot down one or two ideas for each of the following categories. Study your ideas from time 

to time so that you will be able to drink from them on the day of a timed essay. Make up your own 

categories and keep adding to the list! 

1. Things that didn’t exist when my parents were kids that I can’t live without 

2. Things that did exist when my parents were kids that I can’t live without 

3. Things that other people can’t seem to live without that I think are kind of silly 

4. Favorite movies 

5. Favorite books 

6. Favorite songs 

7. Fictional characters that really came to life in my mind 

8. People who had a strong positive effect on my life (non-celebrities) 

9. People who had a strong negative effect on my life (non-celebrities) 

10. Celebrities or other public figures who had a strong influence on my life 

11. Historical events during my lifetime that have affected my thinking or made a powerful impact on 

my life 

12. Historical events before I was born that have affected the course of my life 

13. Things I should do because they’re good for me 

14. Things I should quit doing because they’re bad for me 

15. Bad things that have happened to me 

16. Bad things I’ve done 

17. Good things that have happened to me 

18. Good things I’ve done 

19. Something I struggled with at school 

20. Something I struggled with outside of school 

21. Something I excelled in at school 

22. Something I excelled in outside of school 

23. Careers I’ve considered pursuing 

24. Things I do for fun 

25. Things I do to relax 

26. Places I’ve traveled to 

27. Places I want to travel to 

28. If I could solve one of humanity’s problems instantly, what would it be? 

29. If I could do something great that would put me in the history books, what would it be? 

30. New technology I wish would be invented/perfected 
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You might also find it useful to brainstorm within general categories: 

Personal anecdotes 

 

Historical events 

 

Current events 

 

Controversial issues 

 

Interesting objects 

 

Interesting places 

 

Interesting people 
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